DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDELINES
FOR WORKING WITH CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

TOUCH

CHILD ABUSE IS HARM OF A VERY SERIOUS NATURE SO THAT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY TYPE OF PHYSICAL CONTACT IN THE COURSE OF
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORK COULD BE MISCONSTRUED AS ABUSE.

ONE OF THE AIMS OF THE POLICY IS FOR CHURCH GROUPS TO PROVIDE A WARM, NURTURING ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WHILST AVOIDING ANY INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR OR THE RISK OF ALLEGATIONS BEING MADE.

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST WORK WITH OR WITHIN SIGHT OF ANOTHER ADULT.

+ If any activity, for example bell-ringing, requires physical contact make sure that the
young person and their parents are aware of this and its nature.

« There must be no physical punishment of any kind nor should any sanction ridicule
or humiliate a child.

+ Avoid physically rough games.

+ Avoid unnecessary informal touching.

+ Avoid taking young children to the toilet, but when unavoidable make sure another
adult is informed or organise a toilet break for the whole group.

+ Young children may sometimes need comforting; make sure they are responded to
warmly but with other adults around.

+  First Aid should be administered with others around.

« Very occasionally it may be necessary to restrain a child or young person who is
harming himself or others. Use the least possible force and inform the parents as
soon as possible. All such incidents should be recorded and the information give to
the Parish Child Protection Representative.

« All physical contact should be an appropriate response to the child’s needs not the
needs of the adult. Colleagues must be prepared to support each other and act or
speak out if they think any adult is behaving inappropriately.
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